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Resume

HUMAN ETERNAL DESTINY

~Shakamuni’s legacy of beholding the Buddha-nature in all
things and loving compassion towards all human beings;

and Christ’s legacy of love towards God and human beings ~
~ Part 3 ~

ZEN-BUDDHIST DOCTRINE OF HUMAN

ETERNAL BEATTTUDE OR PERDITION

k¢

This paper is focused on the exposition and reinterpretation of the Soto-zen’s anthropological doctrines
dealing with the essential qualities of human nature and, with the existential and eternal destiny granted to
all human beings by the unfathomable, incomprehensible and enigmatic Buddha-nature (<A F]15 THf
# O F Y 72 L), The Japanese branch of Soto-zen Buddhism, in particular Patriarch Dégen clearly
affirms the inseparable and existential dependence of all human beings on the Buddha-nature. At the same
time, he emphasizes the innate and exisvtential orientation (disposition) of the human nature, directed towards
the ultimate, eternal and bi-polar (enantiomorphic or furcated) goal of human existence, i.e. the eternally
non-transmigrational, enlightened, continually growing happiness and upgrading of the individual form of
existence or eternally transmigrational, continuous degeneration of individuél mode of existence and
augmenting of its doom. Every human being, as an individualized and personalized ‘concretization’ (‘ma-
nifestation’) of the boundless and inexhaustible Buddha-nature, ({A1ED AR TR 2D B) is
naturally (‘per se’) endowed with all virtues necessary for development and realization of its innate
enantiomorphic dispositionvopened towards the eternal happiness and improvement of its form of existence
or towards the eternal swelling of its doom and degradation of its mode of existence. According to Dogen,
the direction, process and the substantial quality of this develoﬁment depend entirely on the free yet
responsible use of inborn individual virtues and potentialities, i.e., the human free yet accountable rationality,
the free yet liable choice, the free yet answerable decision and free yet effect-causing human efforts aimed
at obtaining freely chosen goals of person’s terrestrial life, as well as the ultimate goél of the entire human
existence. Patriarch Dogen, following in the footsteps of Shakamuni and other great Buddhist predecessors,
contemplates- the human nature, its essential qualities, dispositions, potentialities and inborn existential
orientations only in the context of the inseparable existential relationship with other beings and the
immanento-transcendent Buddha-nature. In Buddhism, as well as in the case of all true and universal
religions and philosophies, there is no anthropology without or outside of cosmology and buddhology (i.e.

the science about the Ultimate and Supreme Being). The validity of this approach is proved by modern
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sciences as well as by the existential experience of all human beings.

Not to convince the unoconvinceable lords of the ‘terrestrial justice’, always discriminating the weak

and the poor, but to strengthen the humiliated and forsaken ones and to throw a new light on the questions

of greatest vital importance for every human being, I have selected the most significant views and doctrines

of Patriarch Dogen’s anthropology and reinterpreted them, using the language and concepts of our times. I

have paid a particular attention to the following doctrines:

ey

(2)

Human being is defined as an individual and personal manifestation of the absolutely immanento-
transcendent Life-Power ({A#5). It is endowed with material body and the inborn yet open bi-polar
orientation and potentiality for polymorphic re-manifestation (re-birth) or eternal non-regenerative
existence after death ({AFIHIBIBL O NG TR %M & 2 ARG 7 54031). This existential
disposition of the human nature is ‘per se’ directed towards the ultimate, eternal and bi-polar goal
of human existence, i.e. the eternally non-transmigrational, enlightened, continually growing
happiness and upgrading of individual form of existence or eternally transmigrational, continuous
degeneration of individual mode of existence and augmenting of its doom. Thus, the “core” of any
human being consists of the individual transhuman identity of the Life-Power’s manifestation
endowed with the innate yet open orientation and potentiality for polymorphic re-births
(transmigrations) or, the eternal non-regenarative existence after death. This individual and
enigmatic ‘ego’ (#FK) inherits the ambivalence and polyvalent potentiality of the Buddhal-nature
in limited form (as an individual manifestation), yet it remains in eternal and existential depend-
ence on the Bﬁddha-nature (the Supreme Life-Power, 1A%, {A%%), Its cosmic order and universal
moral laws in all forms and stages of its existence and manifestation. In practical terms it means
that, no emperor or outcast, no state or religious authority, no child or adult is immune agair_ist these
absolute, universal and impartial laws of the All-enlightened Buddha-nature.

Every individual ego living in the human form, through its free decisions and actions is weaving
the web of its terrestrial ‘happines or perdition’ and at the same time is moulding the form of its
new existence after death. ‘Death’, according to Dogen, is not annihilation of the existence of
individual manifestation of the Buddha-nature (i.e. ‘Individual enigmatic ego’) but the cessation
of its existence and activity in the form of a human being with simultaneous acquisition of a new
form of existence, corresponding to the quality of its terrestrial deeds and in accordance with the
universal order of moral ‘retribution law’ ([, [3#% 1) . Patriarch Dogen, in the chapter
entitled “Direct study under a master” ([#2]) of his monumental work “Shobogenzs” ([ 1E %
A& |) clearly admits the existence of the life ‘after death’ as well as the preservation of individual
consciousness after death. In many other chapters of the same work he emphasizes the extremely
favourable conditions of the ‘human’ form of existence in pursuing and attaining of the
englightened, transmigration-free and eternal state of glory. At the same time he stresses the

necessity of turning away from any kind of evil and dedicating all one’s energies and efforts to the
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deeds of selfless charity and compassion in accordance with the Buddhist commandments. He says
that though we are free to choose our own way during the terrestrial life (also ‘free to go to hell
and free to obtain the state of buddhahood’) yet at the same time he points out very clearly that we
will be hold accountable even for a smallest moral evil until we satisfy the justice of the universal
and absolute laws of retribution. In practical terms it means that the criminals and saints, the
believers of true religion and those of superstitious beliefs will harvest after their death what they
had sown during their terrestrial and previous lives. I have no experimental proofs, but the s.c. ¢
Evolution of the terrestrial life species’ (as well as all other beings) can be very éasily
understood, explained and accepted within the universal laws of ‘Reincarnation’ and ‘Moral
retribution’. The s.c. ‘Meliorating evolution’ is nothing else then a concretization of the
‘Upgrading reincarnation’ of enigmatic individual life-forms, while the s.c. ‘Degradating evo-
lution’ is nothing less then a materialization -of the ‘Deteriorating reincarnations’. bDogen
urges his followers to reiterate their unconditional acknowledgement of the Supreme Buddha, the
adherence to Shakamuni’s teachings in the community of believers (i.e. the people who strive
earnestly to live up to their true beliefs) led by the ortodox ad enlightened bonzes. He recommends
to do it especially on the death-bed, during dying, after death, during the gradual destruction of old
and formation of ego’s new essence and new dispositions, during proceeding towards a newly
destined incarnation, during the process of incarnation, during the growth as a new fetus and during
the new birth into a new world. Would the Patriarch Dogen recommend ‘such a meaningless
practice’ if he had not believed in identity of individual and enigmatic ego-life and a continuity of
its ‘consciousness’ at least after the death ? !

Attainment of the s.c. ‘buddhahood’, i.e. the state of eternally growing enlightment, happiness‘--
etc in the continuous yet non-regenerative existence after death is called the “eternal bliss” or
“eternal glory” of individual enigmatic ego which manifested itself as a human being. This state of
eternal happiness is a natural effect (reward for) of individual and enlightened decisions, right
faith, proper efforts, charitable and selfless life-deeds of an individual enigmatic ‘ego’. The eternal
glory of all individualized or personalized enigmatic egoes may be compared to a warming dazzle
of sunrise viewed in the midst of boundless brilliance and life-giving warmth of Cosmic Light. The
eternal happiness and glory of humanity is viewed as a part of the eternal happiness and glory of
all beings and of all cosmic eons, which are nothing more then a manifestation of the boundless,
inexhaustible, inscrutable, eternally inexpressible and continuously augmenting felicity and glory
of the Supreme Buddha-nature. According to Zen Buddhism, the concretization of individual
enigmatic ego’s potentiality for the polymorphic rebirths and even the eternal reiteration of
degradating and degenerating transmigrations of egoes are equally ‘the manifestations’ of the
Buddha-nature and Its laws’. glory. This aspect of glory is a clear evidence of the universality,

inviolability, invincibility and impartiality of the Buddha-nature’s laws and their eternal efficacy.
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Thus, practically it means that, whether we strive to live in accordance with Buddha-nature’s laws
or we trespass them, whether we obtain a state of buddhahood or self-indulgent state of worldly
(anti-religious or areligious) satisfaction, we don’t affect the glory of the Buddha-nature at all; we

only affect the future of our ego’s individual happiness and glory.
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