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A Thought on the Rebirth of “Traditional Japanese Culture” and
the Amendment of the Fundamental Law of Education
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* but scarcely any attention has been drawn to Teaism, which represents so much of our
Art of Life. Fain would we remain barbarians, if our claim to civilisation were to be based
on the gruesome glory of war. Fain would we await the time when due respect shall be paid
to our art and ideals.
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A Thought on the Rebirth of “Traditional Japanese Culture” and
the Amendment of the Fundamental Law of Education

IKEDA Tetsushi

Kagoshima Women’s Junior College

Discussions concerning the amendment of the Fundamental Law of Education have been under active
debate. One of the main issues is related to the confusion around the concept of “traditional Japanese cul-
ture”. Is “traditional Japanese culture” equal to exclusive ultra-nationalism? Or can it play a potential role

to create a new dimension for the future education in this country?

This paper tries to explore the meaning of the concept of “traditional Japanese culture” from standpoints
of the spirit of “the Way of Tea” (sado). The author emphasizes the importance of introduction an article

to respect “traditional Japanese culture” into the new Fundamental Law of Education.



