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Resume

BRAHMANOLOGY OF HINDUISM

[Part 3]

PRINCIPAL THEOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF DOCTRINES OF THE FIVE ESSENTIAL VIRTUES
OF BRAHMAN'S NATURE, HIS SOVEREIGN IMMANENTO- TRNSCENDENT ACTIVITY, HIS INCARNA-
TIONS AND THE THEORY OF COSMIC IMPERFECTION AS DEPICTED BY THE SCHOOL OF
VISISTADVAITA VEDANTA

In the preceding 2 papers I'd outlined the essentials of Visistadvaitic philosophical and theological doctrines
emphasizing the immanento—transcendent, accessible—inaccessible, inseparable yet autonomous, phenomenal
yet transphenomenal, spiritual, trans—personal, essentially immutable, all-vitalizing, self-existent and causal
character of Brahman’s self-manifesting and self-actualizing nature.

This paper deals with the five essential virtues and five unique omnipotent powers of Brahman’s polyphanic
activity, where He is pictured as the fundamental, universal and Sovereign Lord ( i. e. A and Q) of all
polymorphic cosmicization, preservation and decosmicization ( i. e. the return to the pre—cosmogonic state of
affairs) of His eternal body. The theological evaluation of the theories, in principle, is based on the research of
outstanding scholars of Indian and Christian philosophy, theology and comparative religion; Rangacharya M.,
Chari S. M. S., Dasgupta S., Carman J. B., Parrinder G., Eliade M., etc.

Chapter I explains the infinite immanence and simultaneous transcendence of self~existence, impartial
omniscience, undisturbable enstatic bliss, absolute sovereinty, unmatched omnipotence and unblemished perfec—
tion of innumerable virtues, which constitute the essence of Brahman’s innate nature.

Chapter I analyzes Brahman’s eternal and innate self-existent vitality, and His pancreative, pananimative,
pancrative and inert activity. This Supreme Person, out of His free will and gratuitious love pondered: ‘May [
become many and be born again‘:-’. Then, through the revitalization of the primordial ‘Golden Embryo’
(containing all souls in the state of inertion), causing the transformation of the totally quiescent ‘Proto—Matter’
and effectuating the process of souls’ incorporation (acc. to the Karma Laws), Brahman began a long process of
voluntary manifestation of His eternal body.

Theologians of Visistadvaita discern the following fundamental spheres of Brahman’s polyphanic activity and
phenomenal self-actualization. i. e.: the impenetrable world of His self-sustaining vitality; creation and
cosmicization of His body’s spiritual and material realms; continuous trans—penetration and vitalization of all

cosmic realities; harmonious and amicable reign over all micro and macro—cosmic entities; and decosmicization
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of all beings. In the meantime, some souls can attain the state of perfect emancipation and blissful union with
Brahman in His glory. There is neither being nor a slightest mutation which could escape Brahman’s creative,
vitalizing and dismantling activity.

Chapter [l presents the Vistadvaitic criticism of Advaitic theory of the Power of illusion, which obscures and
falsifies the true reality of Brahman, Universe and the nature of their relationship. Visistadvaita censures, first
of all, the “semi-reality’ of ‘maya’ and ‘avidya’, their unspecified origins, ability to hamper Brahman’s activities,
and the easy way of their destruction through the attainment of the absolute monistic knowledge. Then follows
the presentation of the doctrine of Brahman as the marvelous and unsurpassable Cosmic Vitalizer (Mayin),
emphasizing the unfathomable and immanento—transcendent character of Brahman’s unlimited and unhindered
activities. On the other hand, the s. c. ‘maya’ or ‘avidya  is understood here as the original limitation in the
essence of all cosmic beings, which ultimately depend on Brahman in their existence and activities. These two
doctrines point to the ontic source of all cosmic imperfections, including the roots of all evils.

Chapter IV gives a compact survey and explanation of Brahman’s most revered names, which unfold the
essential spheres and characteristics of His eternally impenetrable divine nature.

Chapter V delineates the Visitadvaitic doctrine of Brahman’s polyphany. I've emphasized here the relation
between the purpose of Brahman’s anthropomorphic incorporations, the freedom of human will, and our ultimate
emancipation (salvation).

The principal theological and anthropological characteristics of the teories analyzed above can be summa-—
rized as follows:

@O Brahman “IN SE”. “A SE” & “PER SE” posseses infinite virtues and powers, among which SELF-EX1STENCE,
OMNISCIENCE, ENSTATIC BLISS, OMNIPOTENCE and UNBLEMISHED PERFECTION constitute the fulcrum of
His impenetrable personality.

(2 Brahman is the “A & Q” , PANCREATOR, PANANIMATOR, PANCRATOR, PLACE OF THE ETERNAL REST
AND EMANCIPATION OF ALL and SAVIOUR of all who love Him dearly.

(3  All beings are LIMITED “IN SE”. They will never become IDENTICAL WITH Brahman, and will never escape the
WORLD OF HIS LAWS.

@  Brahman CARES about the humanity and through His ANTHROPOMORPHIC INCARNATIONS calls all to PARTICI-
PATION IN HIS BLISS yet NEVER AGAINST our free will. This salvation is neither compulsory nor automatic, it is
THE FRUIT OF OUR LIVES [ HZH%5—you will get the fruits of what you’d sown].



