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Resume

BRAHMANOLOGY OF HINDUISM

[Part 2]

PRINCIPAL THEOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DOCTRINES PRESENTING
BRAHMAN AS THE ABSOLUTE SUBSTANCE AND THE ULTIMATE CAUSE OF ALL
BEINGS AND CRITICISM OF OTHER THEORIES AS SEEN IN THE SCHOOL OF VISIST-
ADVAITA VEDANTA

In the preceding paper I’d outlined the essentials of Visistadvaitic philosophical and theological
theories dealing with Brahman’s enigmatic yet qualified personality; His immanento-transcendent
spirituality; the nature of His body ; the radical difference in the essence of Brahman and Cosmos’
natures and identity in the substance of their existence; the perennial inaccessibility of Brahman’s
essentially unmanifestable inner nature and unique existential affinity between Brahman and the
rest of the Universe.

This paper deals with 2 doctrines of Visistadvaita. One doctrine presents Brahman as the
‘Absolute Substance’ and emphasises the existential relationship between Brahman and the
Universe, as seen through the eyes of a philosophical principle defining dependence between the
substance and its attributes. The second doctrine deals with the Brahman-Cosmos’ existential
relationship viewed through the eyes of the ontic and universal laws of ‘causality’, and depicts
Brahman as the ‘A & Q’ of all cosmic eons and their beings. The theological evaluation of the
theories is based upon the research of scholars well versed in the doctrines of Hinduism,
Christianity, Buddhism and Comparative Religion; i.e. Rangacharya M., Chari S.M.S., Dasgupta
S., Carman J.B., Parrinder G., Kato S., Katsumata S., Nakamura S., Nishiari B., Okada S., Eliade
M., Yamada R., Abe M. etc.

Chapter 1 deals respectively with Vaibhasika Buddhists, Advaitins, Bhaskara followers,
Jainins, Nyayikas and VaiSeSkas’ positions regarding the “substantiality” of beings. Their views
are accompanied by a critical evaluation rendered by Visistadvaitins.

The Visistadvaitic theory depicts Brahman as the absolutely fundamental Substance, ‘per se’
immanent in all beings and, at the same time, transcending all microcosmic and macrocosmic
realities (‘Paradravya’). The Brahman-Cosmos relationship is defined as an existential ‘inclina-

tion’ (disposition) rooted in the essential nature of Brahman, as the absolute Substance, and in the
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essential natures of all cosmic beings, as His attributes (“Substantia a se et ab alio”). The
‘relationship’can neither be separated from Brahman, nor from the Universe; nor has it any distinct
and immutable substantial form (‘Aprthak-siddhi’).

Chapter I deals with Advaitins’ theory of ‘no-causation’ based on the presumption that the
Highest Brahman is the only real Being, while the Cosmos is unreal (chimerical); a Buddhist theory
of ‘purely illusory causality’ grounded in universal momentarism and transiency of all beings; the
Charvaka’s theory of utterly accidental fusion and dissolution of material sub-particles of four
universal substances; Nyaya and Vai§eéka’s doctrine of ‘no-relation’ between the s.c. cause and
effect; Samkya and Yoga’s tenents of causality understood as a manifestative interfusion, growth
and dissolution of pre-existing causal proto-particles and their innate potentialities. Visistadvaita
criticizes these theories and rejects them, as contrary to the principles of sound logic, epistemology,
human existential experience and universal laws of the Universe.

Finally I’d outlined the fundamentals of Visistadvaitic doctrine of causality within the physi-
cal and metaphysical spheres of all worlds. The doctrine emphasizes the reality, congenial inse-
parability, substantial dependence, radical difference in the character and analogical identity in the
substance of cause and effect’s existence. It applies also to Brahman-Cosmos relationship, where He
occupies the central position of the ultimate material, instrumental (as the Inceptor-Cause of
Brahman-Cosmos relationship) and vitilizing Cause of all cosmic beings. All entities are the effects
of polyphanic cosmicization of Brahman’s phenomenal and trans-phenomenal parts of His body.

The principal theological and anthropological characteristics of the theories presenting
Brahman as the Absolute Substance and the Ultimate instrumental and material Cause of all, can
be summarized as follows :

(@O Brahman is the ultimate, fundamental and eternally living ‘PERSONAL SUBSTANCE’
nurishing all beings, including the human beings of all ages and races.

@ The eternally imperishable human souls depend ultimately on Brahman. None will ever escape
the responsibility to His universal laws.

® Brahman is neither ‘MOTUS IMMOBILIS’ nor ‘INERTIA ABSOLUTA’ but the God possesing
all powers ‘a se, in se & per se’.

@ Brahman, as the causal ‘ALPHA & OMEGA’ of all beings, is also the Protogenitor and the
‘PLACE OF ETERNAL REST’ for all people.

® All people are destined, yet free to strive or not, for the enlightened ‘ETERNAL PARTICI-
PATION’ in Brahman’s infinite glory.



