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Resume

BRAHMANOLOGY OF HINDUISM

[Part I}

PRINCIPAL THEOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DOCTRINES EXPLAINING
BRAHMAN’S PERSONALITY, IMMANENTO-TRANSCENDENT SPIRITUALITY, THE
NATURE OF HIS BODY AND BRAHMAN-COSMOS RELATIONSHIP AS SEEN IN THE
SCHOOL OF VISISTADVAITA VEDANTA

Generally speaking, the fundamental doctrine of Visistadvaita Vedanta’s Brahmanology may
be formulated as follows : Brahman, the Supreme and Absolute ‘Soul’ is transpenetrating, vitiliz-
ing and transcending all beings of all cosmic eons, which as the polymorphic epiphany and concre-
tizations of His enigmatic body are inseparable from Him eternally.

This paper deals with the essentials of Visistadvaitic (begining with its actual founder Rama-
nuja | 1017-1137]) Epistemology and the doctrines depicting Brahman’s ‘personality’, His imma-
nento-transcendent spirituality and the doctrines defining the essence of Brahman-Cosmos relation-
ship, as viewed by well-known scholars of Indian and Christian comparative theology, philosophy
and religion (i.e. Rangacharya M., Chari S.M.S., Dasgupta S., Eliade M., Carman J.B., Parrinder
G., ete.) .

Chapter [ outlines the essentials of Visistadvaitic Epistemology, viewing all beings as the on-
tic realities perceivable by our cognitive faculties.

Chapter Il summarizes theory of ‘psyche’ (jiva, human person). The school rejects as false the
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doctrines of Sankara, Vaigeska, Jaina, etc. and establishes its own theory, which regards jivas as
the conscient and active individuals destined for salvation, yet remaining essentially different from
Brahman, and as micro-beings (anu) depending on Him in their existence.

Chapter III deals with the doctrine of “Saguna Brahman”. Visistadvaita teaches that Brahman
is neither apersonal and qualityless reality, nor absolutely one pure Existence (Nirguna Brahman),
but He is possessing the eternally self-sustaining existence endowed with incomprehensible marvel-
ous ‘personality’, infinite number of unsurpassable qualities and excellent virtues as the very essence
of His nature.

In the chapter IV, I've presented the theory of Brahman as the ‘immanento-transcendent Soul’
(Purusottama, Paramatman). It speaks of Brahman as the absolute, ultimate and immanent Soul
transpenetrating, sustaining and vitilizing all macrocosmic and microcosmic beings. He is seen here
as the unique ‘Soul’, which transcends all realities infinitely in all aspects of their transient
existence.

Chapter V deals with the theory of Brahman’s body (“Sarira” ), which views all beings as the
dynamic manifestations and polymorphic concretizations of Brahman’s eternal and enigmatic body.
Brahman, as the Universal Soul, and Cosmos, as His body differ eternally in the essence of their
natures, yet the body is existentially inseparable from Brahman in all stages and forms of its spi-
ritual and material cosmicization.

Chapter VI describes the doctrine of Brahman-Cosmos’ identity and difference. It upholds that
though Brahman and all other beings share in the substance of their existences, yet they retain the
essence of their natures eternally different and distinct ( “Aprthak-siddhi”). Brahman is viewed
here as the Supreme Self ensouling and transcending all beings of all cosmic eons, which will never
exhaust the treasures and potential of His unfathomable nature, nor will they ever escape the do-
main of His universal laws, even for a moment.

Chapter VII presents the doctrine of “Paratva-saulabhya”. It argues that Brahman remains
eternally inaccessible to all cosmic beings in the essence of His divine nature (paratva), while the
existence and activity of all beings depend ultimately on Brahman; and thus there is a unique ex-
istential affinity (saulabhya) between Brahman and all beings. Brahman’s perpetual inaccessibility
and His enigmatic continuous activity, vitilizing all beings and phenomena of all cosmic eons, re-
main the mystery forever.

The principal theological characteristics of the above theories may be summed up as follows:

(@D Brahman ‘a se, in se and per se’ possesses the unsurpassable qualities as His true nature.

(® Brahman has the absolutely unique “PERSONALITY”, which is not only ‘trans-human’ but also
‘trans-divine’.

(® Brahman is the eternally unique and ‘immanento-transcendent souL’ of all beings.

@ Brahman possesses the eternal and enigmatic “BoDY”, composed of divine, human, etc. souls
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and matter, endowed with innumerable potentialities.
Brahman and all the other beings differ eternally in the ESSENCE of their natures, yet all the
cosmic beings share in the substance of Brahman’s EXISTENCE.

Brahman in the ‘heart’ of His essence remains eternally INACCESSIBLE, yet nothing can be

separated from Him even for a moment.



