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Résumé

MYTHS OF COSMOGONY IN SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC
~ A Study in Philosophy of Myth ~
(FEAFFEENTHRMEME ~ TFPN—EE)
by Rei Kirishima

*
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~

In this treatise I have endeavoured to clarify the philosophical and symbological meanings of 34

myths and express them in modern scientific terms. The ontological and symbological analysis of

the myths allows us to discern there and define the following leitmotifs, which unveil the vital

fragments of the islanders’ philosophical and religious perception of the World.

@ The leitmotif of “ARCHE” [J&H#%X] can be found in almost all myths under consideration.
Generally speaking, the reality of “Arché” is expressed in two ways ; as the eternally existing
pre-cosmic personal Creator [s], and, as eternally existing pre-cosmogonic, apersonal numinous
BEssere. In this sub-chapter I have analysed the reality of “Arche” as the eternally existing
pre-cosmogonic apersonal Numinosum. Symbological meaning of the Archeé had been depicted
through the images of “Heavens” [Urano-atmospheric symbolism], “Primordial Waters”
(Aquatic symbolism], “Primordial Fog and Clouds” (Omikhletic symbolism], “Primordial
amalgamate of Heaven-Earth-Ocean” [Three elements’ symbolism] and “Primeval Darkness”
[Trakhatic symbolism].

@ The leitmotif of “Eternal Pancreator” [#E}f7K £ ) represents the anthropomorphic or
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theomorphic category of the pre-cosmic Arché. This being is pictured as the unique God or
Goddess, as the Chief Deity, or as the inexplicable Divinity.

3 The “Dawn of the Universe” and ways of its development [F=H FY D5 & LD k],
The mythic narratives which have been analysed here speak of four ways of comprehension of
the cosmicization. The first understood as arranging of pre-existing reality ; the second as
creation by pancreator ; the third as automanifestation and materialization of the Arche ; the
fourth as a compound of the above mentioned ones.

@ Animals, plants and cosmicization. Animals which appear in the myths may be regarded as
the “zoomorphic epiphany” of the arche’s vitality (JEBRDEK T OB EYEEZ ), while plants
as the “dendromorphic epiphany” of the same arche’s vitality (& HRO & ORI r5EE) .



