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Every morning a divine hero is borne from the sea and mounts
the chariot of the sun. In the West a Great Mother awaits him,
and he is devoured by her in the evening. In the belly of a
dragon he traverses the depths of the midnight sea. After
frightful combat with the surpent of night he is born again in
the morning®
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A distaste for everything that had happened to him in the war
set in because of the lies he has told. All of the times, that had
been able to make him feel cool and clear inside himself when
he thought of them; the times so long back when he had done
the one thing, the only thing for a man to do, easily and
naturally, when he might have done something else, now lost
their cool, valuable quality and then were lost themselves.”

(italics not in the original )
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Krebs went to the war from a Methodist collage in Kansas.
There is a picture which shows him among his fraternity
brothers, all of them wearing exactly the same height and style
collar.

There is a picture which shows him on the Rhine with two
German girls and another corporal. Krebs and the corporal
look too big for their uniforms.®
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While the bombardment was knocking the trench to pieces
at Fossalta, he lay very flat and sweated and prayed, “Oh, Jesus
Christ get me out of here... I believe in you and I’ll tell every-
body in the world that you are the only thing that matters.
Please, please, dear Jesus”... The next night back at Mestre
he did not tell the girl he went upstairs with at the Villa Rossa
about Jesus. And he never told anybody.”
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“Don’t you love your mother, dear boy?”

“No,” Krebs said.

His mother looked at him across the table. Her eyes were
shiny. She started crying.

“I don’t love anybody,” Krebs said.

It wasn’t any good. He couldn’t tell her, he couldn’t make
her see it*
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“I didn’t mean it,” he said. “I was just angry at something.
I didn’t mean I didn’t love you.”” ...

“All right,” his mother said chokily. She looked up at him.

“I believe you, Harold”

“I’'m your mother,” she said. “I held you next to my heart
when you were a tiny baby”
Krebs felt sick and vaguely nauseated.”
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